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The 16th Maple Exchange Programme

This popular programme finally started up again after a 6-year break. I was very
lucky to visit Didsbury as a chaperone with the grade 7s and 8s. I cannot thank
everyone in Didsbury enough for their warm hospitality.

Our students had many new experiences in Canada — homestay, visiting Westglen
School, cars driving on the “wrong-side” of the road, different pedestrian lights, tipping
in restaurants, cashless vending machines, snowshoeing and the list goes on and on.
Each and every moment, experience and occasional mistake has helped to broaden
their horizons. It also helped them to discover themselves.

One memorable event was the Overwater’s BBQ. To show our appreciation, our
students sang a song called “kizuna” (bonds). It was a perfect way to express how in
such a short time our students had created a bond that will last a lifetime.

Kazuhisa Iguchi
Miki Board of Education
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2025 Maple Exchange Programme

We were extremely happy that this
| | programme was able to start up again after a
| | 6-year break. The students were able to
| overcome the language barrier and bring
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home lots of wonderful memories.

When we visited Westglen School, our students taught the students
the things that they had been preparing for the last few months — festival

games, dJapanese, origami and calligraphy.
Westglen students were excited to learn about
Japan which made our students happy. The
chaperones also had the opportunity to visit the
elementary and high school which as an
educator was very interesting for me. It was
especially interesting to learn that we have the
same issues that they do in Canada.

This was a learning experience for
everyone involved, both students and
chaperones. Everything we experienced help to
make this an unforgettable experience: the
warm welcome we received in Didsbury,
learning about Canada, and experiencing her
majestic beauty. There have been many changes

in the
world
during
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the 6-year break but I hope tha
the Maple Exchange Programme
can continue in some form.

Sachie Orita

Teacher, Miki Junior High School
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11 Years Later — Thank you Didsbury!

“It has been 11 years since I was a

chaperone in the Maple Exchange Programme”.
Had things changed in that time? The answer is
no. Didsbury, you are just as I remembered you
— welcoming, friendly and your small-town hospitality is something to be
proud of.

You opened your homes and gave our 14 students (and chaperone)
the opportunity to experience life in Didsbury (and Olds). Each experience
be it small or big was a learning experience. Allow me to share a few
highlights from our short stay: A welcome dinner fit for a king with
delicious beef on a bun, salads and desserts galore. Handmade welcome bags
filled with so many treats. A weekend packed full of fun family outings and
delicious meals. Two days at Westglen School full of fun and learning. The

best Sayonara Party ever hosted by The Overwaters with delicious

hamburgers and more.

Each minute our students
were in Didsbury helped to set the
path for their futures. To steal a line
from Dr. Seuss “OH! THE PLACES
. YOU'LL GO!” and that is thanks to
you Didsbury!

Joann Kozai

Miki Board of Education
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My Canadian Memories

At first, I was nervous because I was not used to hearing everything in
English. But host family is very friendly, and they taught me a lot about
Canada. I was happy that they spoke to me slowly. I was also happy that
they took me shopping and cooked delicious meals for me. I made a lot of
memories a t the farewell party. I'm grateful for meeting them and friends

: ' s in The days I spent in Canada are

fl memories that will last a lifetime.

I will study English more, and I

YN Want to go Canada someday.

Jin Oizumi

Miki Junior High School
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Maple Exchange Programme

It was my first time to go to Canada, so I was nervous. I appreciate my host
family for taking me to many interesting places, preparing meals, and taking
me to school. However, I was not able to express my gratitude well in English,
so I expressed it in my own way, by using gestures, movements, and facial
expressions. I'm grateful
to everyone who helped me
- to prepare before I left, and
I'll think about what I can

do to give back to them.
Yuina Oka
Miki Junior High School
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My Homestay Experience
I was really nervous at first. But I
enjoyed living with my host family.
Because my host family was so kind.
My host family was a family of three.
There was a
mother, a
daughter, and a son. The daughters’ name was
¢, Gracie, and since we were close in age. We
became really good friend. I enjoyed ski,
1 shopping ,study and so on. But, Canada’s school
| study is very difficult. Canada’s food is good. I
| love hamburger and French fries. I was glad I
went to Canada. So I want to go to Canada
| again. I wanted to know more about Canada.
: Ayaka Tomida
Miki Junior High School
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Seeing The Big Wide World
I was nervous until I met Kenzie, her mom, Stacy, and her dad, Paul. I met
their frlendly dog Cooper and sweet hedgehog Quilliam. One of my best
THRER : : memories is seeing the Aurora Borealis
with them from their backyard for the first
. time in my life. Visiting the Calgary Zoo
. with Kenzie, Stacy, and Paul was also

fantastic. We enjoyed seeing lots of animals
and taking photos together. Before I left, I

{ received a letter from Kenzie. I was so sad.

]

I also wrote a letter to the Duggan family.

They’re so sweet and kind to me. I felt

¢ entirely at home. My spring homestay life
was so lovely. I want to visit again.

Sayaka Matsui

Miki Junior High School
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